
Yarmouth County Community Album Before 1920: Activities
Notes from the Catalogue

Eric J. Ruff, Curator, Yarmouth County Museum

22. Three Entertainments

In the days before television, radio, and the movies, people had to 
make their own entertainment. These three photographs give us 
examples of the type, elaboration, and sophistication that this form of 
participation made possible.

22A. Performers of “The Grecian Dance” in Olla Podrida. 12.2 x 19.7 cm. 
 Parker, photographer.

Arranged here are the ladies who performed “The Grecian Dance” in 
Olla Podrida. This production was mounted in 1898 for the benefit of 
the Old Ladies Home and was, apparently, quite a hit. The ladies are: 
Anne Lovitt (right, standing), Bessie Smith (in circle), Suzy Godfrey 
(in circle), Flo Brown with Lydia Killam’s head on her lap, Hannah P. 
Scott and Laura Brown sitting behind Lydia Killam, Mrs. George 
Farish, standing, her hand resting on Emily Lovitt’s head, Emily F. 
Raymond, Laura Lawson, and Stella Killam, kneeling at the left side.

22B. Group of Musicians. 16.4 x 23 cm. Parker, photographer.

The name and date of this group of lady musicians is, unfortunately, 
unknown, but it would likely be in the late 1890s as at least one of the 
ladies (Lydia Killam) is present in both this and the previous 
photograph. Some of the members of the group are: first row left to 
right: Belle Webster, Eva Johnson, Lydia Killam, Jess Burrill, May 
____, ____, Kate Christie; second row: Fan Allen, ____, ____, ____; 
third row: ____ Crowell and Ria Dudman.

22C. Performers of Kathleen Mavourneen. 18.8 x 24 cm.

Kathleen Mavourneen was performed in Yarmouth in 1904. Names of 
these performers, as listed on the reverse of the photograph, are: 
Arthur Cann, Arthur Van Horne, Mrs. Adams, Arthur Gardner, Mrs. 
Arthur Gardner, Dr. E. S. Allan, Mrs. Stanley Horton, James McNee, 
and Murray Homer.
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23.  Two Sports

Cycling and tennis were two of the many sports played in Yarmouth in 
the 1890s.

23A. Members of the Victoria Cycle Club. 20.4 x 15.2 cm.

These cyclists of the Victoria Cycle Club display their clubs’s uniforms 
and their cycles. The gentleman on the left is George Earl; in the 
middle, possibly Frank Killam; the man on the right is unknown. 
These men raced their cycles at the Victoria Driving Park, a racetrack 
situated where the parking lot for the Mariners Centre grounds now 
stands. The museum has a collection of medals won by George Earl.

23B. Members of the Yarmouth Tennis Club, 1894. 11.7 x 18.8 cm. Parker, 
 photographer.

Members of the Yarmouth Tennis Club are in their playing costumes 
ready for a match. The club had its courts and clubhouse behind 
Trinity Church extending from the lane to South Park Street. Judging 
from the dress and the size and weight of the rackets, the game of 
tennis has undoubtedly become a faster sport in recent years.

24. Two County Views by L. G. Swain

L. G. Swain described himself as a “Portrait, Landscape and 
Architectural Photographer” who took photographs of “churches, 
public buildings, handsome private residences, lake scenery and all 
other objects of interest” from Annapolis to Lunenburg Counties. All 
his photographs could be ordered from his “Photograph 
Establishment” on the corner of Cliff and Main Streets. These two 
photographs are examples of his many Yarmouth County photos.

24A. Port Maitland Beach. 11.3 x 19.8 cm. L. G. Swain, photographer.

This photograph shows a gathering at Port Maitland Beach complete 
with swimmers and paddlers. Aside from the men driving the 
carriages, all the others in this photograph are women and children.

24B. Gavel’s Bridge at Gavelton. 11.3 x 19.8 cm. L. G. Swain, 
 photographer.

Swain has nicely posed two horse-drawn buggies on the bridge for 
this shot.
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25. Two Summer Hotels

The Markland and Bayview hotels were summer hotels which 
operated at Cape Forchu and Overton, respectively, in the 1890s and 
early 1900s. Although both could be reached by road, they were also 
accessible by steamer, which took passengers to long piers which 
extended beyond the low-water tide mark.

25A. The Long Pier at Markland. 14 x 22.9 cm.
25B. The Markland Hotel. 5.7 x 17.7 cm.

The hotel was built 180 feet above sea level and was a most popular 
vacation spot for American visitors who often came for the whole 
summer. The first hotel was built in 1902 with a major expansion in 
1910. It was owned and operated by the Markland Co., Ltd., John 
Love, President. The company-owned steamer Markland was used to 
transport the guests to and from town.

25C. The Pier at Bayview Park. 12.3 x 20.2 cm.
25D. A Gathering at Bayview Hotel. 15.9 x 21.2 cm. Parker, photographer.

Bayview Lodge was so popular throughout the 1880s and early 
1890s that when it burned, it was replaced in 1896 by Bayview Park 
and Hotel (which burned on 19 September 1912). Its pier could 
accommodate yachts, boats and canoes from Yarmouth, as well as 
the steamer Juno shown in 25C. 

26. Two Camping Scenes

26A. Return from Moose Hunting, Yarmouth, N.S. 10.6 x 16.3 cm.

This photograph was a working print for a fine coloured post card. 
The heavily laden oxcart implies an extended trip. The moose horns 
let us know that it was a success.

26B. Camping at Maxwellton (Digby County) before 1890. 16.7 x 24.8 cm.

There are a lot of details in this photograph which require a good look 
at it––note particularly the stove inside the tent. Could that be a 
whiskey bottle below the left-hand duck?
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27. Two Special Occasions

27A. Visit of the Governor-General of Canada. 12.4 x 20 cm. Parker, 
 photographer.

August 27th, 1894, was a day of rejoicing in Yarmouth, as the town 
was paid a visit by Lord and Lady Aberdeen, Governor-General of 
Canada. Yarmouth Reminiscences describes the visit in detail. This 
photograph shows the scene in front of the Grand Hotel, where the 
Vice-Regal couple stayed, just prior to their arrival.

27B. Laying the Cornerstone of Congregational Tabernacle. 12.1 x 19 cm.

A special occasion of a different type is the subject of this 
photograph. The date is August 9th, 1892, and the occasion was the 
laying of the cornerstone of the Congregational Tabernacle, later 
Central United Church, and today the Yarmouth County Museum. An 
address was given by the pastor, Rev. William McIntosh, as well as 
by the other clergymen. The stone contained, among other things, 
copies of the Yarmouth Herald, the Light, and the Times of that date. 
The weather seems a typical foggy, drizzly Yarmouth summer day.

28. Two Business Vehicles

28A. J. W. Grant & Co. 18.2 x 22.8 cm. Yarmouth Portrait Co. photograph.

J. W. Grant and Co. was a grocery business on the corner of 
Hawthorne and Brown Streets from 1914 to 1916. Grant had been a 
grocer as early as 1902, but from 1905 to 1914 he shared the 
partnership of Nickerson and Grant with A. J. Nickerson. The two also 
formed the Standard Soda Water Company, which made soda water 
(“pop”) from 1902 until 1916. Both companies are advertised on the 
side of the truck––along with their telephone number, which was easy 
to memorize. In this photograph are, left to right, Lyman Cleveland, 
Monde Amirault, J. W. Grant, and George Atkins.

28B. Minard’s Liniment Co., Ltd. 14.9 x 30 cm. Parker, photographer.

Taken somewhat earlier than the first photograph, this one shows a 
Minard’s Liniment horse-drawn vehicle––also on Hawthorne Street. A 
close look will reveal the driver, almost hidden by the folding canopy, 
and two horses.
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Minard’s Liniment was first produced in Hants County, N.S., in the 
1860s by Dr. Minard. In 1887 C. C. Richards (druggist) and Captain 
Augustus Cann purchased the rights to produce the liniment. In 1905 
the company became a joint stock company known as Minard’s 
Liniment Co., Ltd., with Richards and Cann as managers. That year 
marked a record business, sales being 310,000 bottles. Advertising 
was a major reason for such sales, since they used nearly 800 
newspapers and magazines.

Although the name can still be seen on the building where the 
liniment was produced, located on Jenkins Street, the business was 
sold in 1967 and moved elsewhere.

29. Two Yarmouth County Railways

29A. Western Counties Railway. 9.9 x 16.1 cm. Alfred S. Hood, 
 photographer.

The Western Counties Railway was incorporated in 1870. Four years 
later the first spike was driven near Lovitt’s wharf by the company’s 
president, George B. Doane. The first locomotive, the Pioneer, 
arrived in Yarmouth two months later on 20 October 1874. This 
photograph shows the second locomotive, the George B. Doane, at 
the Yarmouth railway station. This engine was built in 1876 at 
Portland, Maine.

29B. Maying Party, 1875. 11 x 17.8 cm. L. G. Swain, photographer.

The first excursion train to leave Yarmouth, on 11 May 1875, was a 
Maying Party. Starting from the foot of Lovitt Street, it left at 1 p.m. 
and went as far as the Pitman Road, returning to Yarmouth at 5 p.m. 
The train had twelve platform cars and carried between 1,100 and 
1,200 passengers as well as the Milton Brass Band.

29C. Broad Gauge Railway Cooks at Gravel Pit, Starr’s Road. 14 x 9.9 cm. 
 George F. Parker, photographer.

The Broad Gauge Railway was officially the Halifax and South 
Western Railroad, which later, as part of the Dominion Atlantic 
Railway, was better known as the South Shore Railway. This 
photograph shows the cooks at the first construction camp, located at 
the Gravel Pit on the Indian Reservation just outside of town. By the 
newspaper account at the time, this encampment was, in fact, a 
mobile country village equipped with stables for the mules and 
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horses, a huge boardinghouse with cook house, dining rooms and 
sleeping quarters for the single men, cabins for married men and their 
families, a blacksmith’s forge, and a store. Similar camps were at 
Tusket, Eelbrook, and Glenwood.

30. Churchill’s Mill, Richmond, June 1902. 12.6 x 21.8 cm. 

Shown in this photograph is Walter Churchill’s Lumber Mill in June, 
1902. This mill was situated on the shore of Killam’s Lake in 
Richmond. Employees, as well as visitors, probably family members, 
are shown. Four teams of oxen, with their owners and teamsters, are 
featured here and serve to illustrate the importance of the ox to the 
economic wellbeing of the County and, indeed, to Nova Scotia’s rural 
industries.

31–36. Yarmouth County’s Shipping

Shipping was vital to the economic and social development of 
Yarmouth County in the nineteenth century.

31. Two Full-rigged Ships

31A. Ship N. W. Blethen at Yarmouth. 10 x 14.7 cm. A. S. Hood, 
 photographer.

This is one of a very few photographs of large square-rigged, 
Yarmouth-registered vessels taken in Yarmouth Harbour. The subject 
here is the ship N. W. Blethen, 1,092 tons, built in Beaver River in 
1874. She was probably towed to Yarmouth to be rigged prior to her 
maiden voyage. Here she is now fully rigged with sails bent, but since 
she is high out of the water, the photo was taken prior to loading. The 
N. W. Blethen was lost in the North Atlantic two years later, with 
seventeen of her crew.

31B. Ship Ruby at Tusket Wedge. 12.4 x 19.9 cm. Parker, photographer.

The ship Ruby, loading at Tusket Wedge (Wedgeport), is probably 
our best photograph of a Yarmouth vessel. The clarity of the photo is 
amazing––every plank in her hull can be seen, as can the joint where 
the main upper topsail yard has been “fished.” The Ruby, 1,392 tons, 
was built at Church Point in 1878 for Abel C. Robbins. She sailed in 
the Yarmouth fleet until about 1900 when she was sold to the 
Norwegians.
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32. Five Yarmouth Harbour Views.

32A. Near the Parker-Eakins Wharf. 12.3 x 19.8 cm. Parker, photographer.

Shown in this Yarmouth photograph are an unknown barque, the 
barquentine Allanwilde, and two schooners, all in the vicinity of the 
Parker-Eakins wharf. The date is after 1895 since the Grand Hotel is 
visible in the background. The Allanwilde was built in 1884 at 
Bucksport, Maine. She is probably unloading goods imported from 
the United States.

32B. SS Boston. 12.3 x 20.3 cm. Parker, photographer.

Prominent in the centre of this photograph is the SS Boston of the 
Yarmouth Steamship Company. Built in 1890 in Glasgow, this 
steamer ran on the Yarmouth to Boston route until World War I when 
she was sold to the U. S. Government. She was scrapped in 1921.

32C. Baker’s Wharf. 11.4 x 19.8 cm. L. G. Swain, photographer.

This photograph, along with 32E, shows what the waterfront was like 
in its heyday. These views are in the vicinity of the present ferry 
terminal. The building in the centre, surrounded by steamers, is on 
Baker’s Wharf. L. E. Baker was a prominent businessman, greatly 
involved in the Yarmouth-to-Boston steamship business.

32D. Yarmouth Harbour from the Grand Hotel. 10 x 19.8 cm.

This view, taken from the top of the Grand Hotel, overlooks the old 
burial ground, now Frost Park, and the harbour. Two barques are 
loading, or unloading, at Parker-Eakins. The small dingy anchored 
near the foreshore would, today, be high and dry in the gravelled area 
between Water Street and the Laurence Sweeney Fisheries Building.

32E. Baker’s Wharf. 11.4 x 20 cm. L. G. Swain, photographer.

Another view of Yarmouth’s prosperous waterfront. Note the sloven 
(seen also in photograph 3D) in the centre of the picture. The 
steamers are, from left to right, the paddle wheeler City of St. John, 
the Dominion (ex Linda), and the Yarmouth. This photograph was 
taken on 3 May 1887 for the arrival of the SS Yarmouth––hence the 
dressing of two of the steamers with signal flags.
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33. Interior of a Sailing Ship. 20.3 x 27.6 cm. K. Hiramura, Kobe, Japan, 
 photographer.

The after saloon of the ship Sokoto, with Captain Percy Crosby and 
his wife, is the subject of this photograph. This scene was recorded in 
1901 and serves to illustrate the fact that after the demise of 
Yarmouth’s square-rigged fleet in the 1880s and 1890s Yarmouth’s 
deep sea captains were forced to work for shipowners from 
elsewhere. In this case, Captain Crosby was working for G. M. 
Steeves and Company of Liverpool, England.

The Sokoto was an iron vessel built in 1887 at Port Glasgow, 
Scotland, and should not be confused with the Yarmouth barque of 
the same name.

34. Two Tragedies

Tragedy was always a part of Yarmouth’s shipping story. These two 
photographs recall two such incidents.

34A. Death of Charles Ritchie. 19.1 x 5.7 cm. C. Rinke, Buenos Aires, 
 Argentina, photographer.

The caption on the reverse of this photograph reads: “Charles Ritchie 
fell from yard arm into the sea from Barque Belmont off Cape Horn, 
6th December, 1897––in gale of wind. The mate, Irving Durkee, with 
four men, John Donnelly, Charles Anderson, Dan Lynd, and Philip 
Thomas, started out in the gig to recover him, he had got inside a life 
buoy, but after two hard hours work, they barely succeeded in saving 
their own lives and getting back to the ship.” As a result of this 
incident, Captain Frederick Ladd, the Master, never again took any 
Yarmouth seamen to sea with him.

34B. Grave of Captain Isaac Webster. 14.4 x 9.9 cm. K. Fukuda, 
 Yokohama, Japan, photographer.

This picture shows the grave, in the English cemetery at Oshima, 
Japan, of Captain Isaac Webster of Yarmouth. Captain Webster died 
aboard his command, the British four-masted barque Iranian, 
immediately prior to the end of a five month passage from New York 
to Japan with a cargo of case oil on 27 February 1896. His nephew, 
Dr. Charles Webster of Yarmouth, passenger, assisted the mate in 
navigating the ship into port. Many sea-going sons of Yarmouth lie 
buried in foreign ports and in unknown watery graves.
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35. The Shipping Trade

In these photographs, the painted, touched-up portions indicate they 
may have been later published as post cards.

35A. Trading in Timber. 15.5 x 20.5 cm. Parker, photographer.

A timber-laden schooner under tow leaves the port of Tusket in this 
photograph, possibly bound for the West Indies. The deck load of 
timber probably came from the McGrath sawmill and most likely 
would have been floated down the Tusket River from the interior of 
Yarmouth County. The trade in lumber was a significant one for the 
Yarmouth area and it, with the salt fish trade to the West Indies, was 
a major factor in the establishment of Yarmouth’s significant deep sea 
industry.

35B. Trading in Salt Fish. 16.2 x 20.3 cm.

The setting is Parker-Eakins wharf at the Yarmouth waterfront. 
Probably the key element in this photograph is the fish drying on 
flakes on the upper level of the wharf. The flakes would be taken in 
every night and put out only on good drying days. The firm of Parker-
Eakins was established in 1874 and became a large fish curing and 
exporting business in addition to selling fisherman’s supplies as well 
as a wholesale grocery business. They were shipowners owning a 
number of vessels which traded salt fish to the West Indies.

The vessels at the wharf are, in the left foreground, a “Johnny 
woodboat” from the Saint John River, alongside the small pinky Eva 
––––, which, to date, defies positive identification. At the outer end of 
the wharf lies a larger schooner.

The upper floor of the building on the right was the Parker-Eakins sail 
loft. This was run by Alfred Syvertesen, a Norwegian sailmaker, who 
decided to make his home in Yarmouth after being wrecked on the 
Happy Home in 1881 at Trinity Ledge, Port Maitland.

36. Two Steamers

Steamers heralded the beginning of the decline of Yarmouth’s 
shipping prosperity. Steamers were involved in the local coastal 
freight trade and in carrying passengers both locally and to the New 
England ports of Boston and occasionally to New York.
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36A. S.S. LaTour. 11.2 x 17.1 cm. L. G. Swain, photographer.

The LaTour, which for many years ran between Yarmouth and 
Barrington, was built in 1888 at Yarmouth by the Burrill-Johnson Iron 
Company––who also built her engines. She was built for Hugh Cann 
and Son, owner of a fleet of coastal steamers. The Eastern Canada 
Coastal Steamship Company later purchased her and operated her 
until about 1932.

36B. S.S. Prince Arthur. 11.2 x 17.1 cm.

Two of the best looking “Boston boats” were the Prince Arthur and 
Prince George. The Prince Arthur, shown here, was built in 1899 by 
Earle’s of Hull, England. She was 290 feet in length with a gross 
tonnage of 2,041 tons. With the exception of the World War I years, 
when she was a hospital ship under Admiralty control, the Prince 
Arthur ran the Yarmouth to Boston route from 1898 until the late 
1920s.
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