
Yarmouth County Community Album Before 1920: Buildings
Notes from the Catalogue

Eric J. Ruff, Curator, Yarmouth County Museum

1. Milton Dam. 12.3 x 17 cm.

This photograph is a suitable introduction to the Yarmouth County 
segment of “The Past in Focus” since it was at this spot in 1761 that 
Sealed Landers, Yarmouth’s first English-speaking settler, set up his 
grist mill. The millstone from his mill stands nearby today. Following 
Landers’ mill a succession of others (including a saw mill and a nail 
factory) utilized the water power of the “Cape Forchue River.”

On a sunny morning this photograph was taken for some auspicious 
occasion––perhaps the opening of the new dam. Why else would 
there be such a group of people in attendance and why two 
photographers (note one on the left-hand bank with his camera and 
tripod)?

3A. View of Main Street Looking North: Court House, Cape Forchu 
 Meeting House, and the Congregational Tabernacle. 11.5 x 19.4 cm. 
 L. G. Swain, photographer.

Three imposing buildings, all long gone, present three distinctive 
architectural styles on Main Street, Yarmouth, in approximately 1890.

The neo-classical lines of the Yarmouth Court House, with steps 
leading to four doric columns dominates the right of this photograph. 
The building was erected in 1862 and opened the following year. 
During the fall and winter of 1888–89, the building was raised and a 
stone foundation and steps placed under it. Fire destroyed this court 
house in 1932––the present court house replaced it the same year.

The clean, relatively simple lines of the Cape Forchu Meeting House 
(second on right) distinguish it from the Gothic lines of the 
Congregational Tabernacle further away from the camera. The Cape 
Forchu Meeting House, also called the Baptist Meeting House and 
old Zion Church, was started on this site in 1784 with an addition in 
1840 and a further one, including an added spire, made in 1861. The 
spire was removed in 1900. In 1896 the present Zion Church 
replaced the older meeting house which was demolished in the 
1890s.
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The Congregational Tabernacle, or First Tabernacle Church, was built 
between 1848 and 1851. The spire was modelled after that of 
Peterborough Cathedral. Prominently seen in this picture is 
Yarmouth’s first town clock, which was installed in 1854. This building 
was destroyed by fire on 11 March 1892 and was replaced by the 
building in which you now stand.

3B. View of Main Street Looking South. 11.4 x 19.7 cm. L. G.  Swain, 
 photographer.

This photograph shows Main Street at the intersection of John Street 
with the Post Office dominating that corner. The corner stone for the 
Post Office was laid in 1885; the building was demolished in 1959. 
This photograph dates from between 1887 when the Boston Marine 
Building was completed and 1892 when the Bank of Nova Scotia was 
erected. Asphalt sidewalks with granite curbs came in 1893.

3C. View of Main Street Looking South. 10 x 16 cm. G. F. Parker, 
 photographer.

Taken near the corner of Main and Parade streets, this photograph 
shows the eastern side of Main Street about 1885. Of all these 
buildings, only about six are extent today.

3D. View of Main Street Looking South. 10.9 x 14.8 cm.

Taken perhaps one or two years later than the last, this photograph 
shows the West side of the Main Street from close to Parade Street 
corner. Note the busy street and, in particular, the horse-drawn 
vehicle on the right. This was a “sloven,” a low-slung vehicle suitable 
for moving heavy loads, and was unique to the maritime provinces.

4. East Side of Main Street Looking North. 12 x 17.7 cm.

Yarmouth Reminiscences dates the photograph at 1870. Taken from 
one of the windows of the Yarmouth Hotel at the foot of Cliff Street, it 
shows the East side of Main Street from Cliff to the North corner of 
Collins (the two steeples were beyond). In 1880, the two buildings on 
the extreme right and Bingay’s building at the corner of John Street 
were destroyed by fire. Today the only recognizable building still 
extant is that now occupied by Marjorie’s Yarn and Crafts, although 
the sixth building from the right is part of the Odeon Theatre building, 
next to it is Toots Hatfield, and the sixth building away from that may 
possibly be the present Guests Hardware.
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5A. View of E. J. Vickery, Bookseller & Stationer. 17.8 x 16 cm.
5B. View of E. J. Vickery, Bookseller & Stationer. 12.6 x 20.7 cm.

E. J. Vickery, Bookseller and Stationer, was in business in Yarmouth 
from 1885 to 1929. The first picture was taken in 1894 and the 
second somewhat later––after the drug store to the left had changed 
from C. C. Richards & Co. to L. G. Gardner & Co. Note the free 
advertising space on the second floor facade seldom used today. 
Vickery sold a variety of items besides books, including china painted 
with scenes of the town, specially made for him in Germany. A portion 
of the marble name sign in the window can be seen in the Yarmouth 
County Museum’s Industry Room.

6. McLaughlin Building. 20 x 27 cm.

The Second Empire-styled McLaughlin Building occupied the south-
east corner of Collins and Main Streets from April 1875 until the top 
two floors were destroyed by fire, February 1963. Built mainly of 
brick, this was one of the most handsome buildings in downtown 
Yarmouth. The building housed a number of retail merchants as well 
as offices, a hall, and the studio of the well-known Yarmouth china 
painter, Annie Kelley. Note particularly the wood carvings around the 
second storey windows, the elaborate brickwork, and the wrought 
iron railing on the roof. Was the white-skirted lady camera shy, and 
what is in those bales on the right?

7. Hotel Lorne. 14.8 x 20.5 cm.

The Hotel Lorne on Main Street was opened as a hotel in October 
1859. The left-hand side of the building, which was formerly the 
residence of S. M. Ryerson, was raised to three storeys and received 
an addition to the south. Judging from the unequally spaced five left-
hand windows, one wonders if the original S. M. Ryerson house had 
already been added on to. This immaculately posed photograph 
would obviously have been used for advertising the Hotel. In 1896, 
the hotel was auctioned off under foreclosure of mortgage.

The building, much changed, except for the lower parts of the ornate 
roof supports, still stands as the Odeon Theatre.
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8. Yarmouth Woollen Mill. 15.3 x 21 cm.

As indicated in the photograph, the Yarmouth Woollen Mill was 
erected in 1881. Capital for the new company, some $12,000, was 
shared by the directors, A. C. Robbins, L. E. Baker, Jacob Bingay, 
Hugh Cann, and W. D. Lovitt, all of whom were looking at alternate 
ways to invest their money since shipping, Yarmouth’s former 
mainstay, was on the decline. By 1893 this was one of Yarmouth’s 
leading industries, producing woollen tweeds, homespuns, flannels 
and yards, and employing between 50 and 70 men, boys, and girls.

The factory closed in 1897 but the building was still in existence in 
1918 when it was owned by L. E. Baker & Co.

9A. South End School House. 15.9 x 20.7 cm. Parker, photographer.

This photograph of the South End School House was probably taken 
shortly after its completion in 1893. The school contained eight 
classrooms, each 30 ft. by 27 ft. by 14 ft. high, and had a desk 
capacity for 420 scholars. The building was replaced in 1967 by the 
present South End Centennial School. It is interesting to note in the 
photograph that cricket is the game being played and, as usual, the 
big boys are at bat while the smaller ones are fielding.

9B. Salem School House. 15.2 x 20.6 cm. Parker, photographer.

The Salem School House is a building of classic proportions and 
looks. Indeed, it is a fine example of the Classic Revival period of 
architecture. Is the child early or late? He certainly looks lonely!

10. L. B. Wyman House. 25.3 x 33 cm. Parker, photographer.

The subject of this photograph is a classic example of the Queen 
Anne Revival Style of architecture with its unbalanced look, large 
tower and spacious heavily decorated porches. The house, which 
stands on the corner of Cliff and Park Streets, was owned by grocer-
merchant L. B. Wyman, and is reputed to have been built fully wired 
for electricity, awaiting the day electricity came to Yarmouth. This 
house shows many fine examples of wood carving including the 
wooden steps leading from the sidewalk.

Of interest, on the lawns are two stone (?) rabbits and a small 
cannon. White Rocks, a Yarmouth landmark, is in the left 
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background. This house is now the residence of the Bishop of 
Yarmouth.

11A. Residence of M. P. Cook on Collins Street. 11.6 x 19.8 cm. L. G. 
 Swain, photographer.

All three houses in these two photographs stand opposite the 
Yarmouth County Museum. The first, on the corner of Carleton and 
Collins Streets, was the home of M. P. Cook, a merchant, and his 
family. This house was built in the mid 1890s. A number of the 
house’s decorative features, including the cupola, the railings on the 
roof lines and around the second storey bay windows, and the front 
step railings have been removed over the years. However, two fine 
stained-glass windows have been added in the large empty wall on 
the side. The house in the picture received a lot of fresh air!

11B. Residences of C. C. Richards and Anna Spinney on Collins 
 Street. 12.4 x 20.2 cm. Parker, photographer.

The two houses in the second picture were owned respectively by C. 
C. Richards (druggist) and Mrs. Anna Spinney, widow of H. Arthur 
Spinney. The size of the trees along the street indicate that this 
photograph was taken a few years after the first one. The Richards 
house, built around the turn of the century, is substantially the same 
today. It was, for several years, the home of the Yarmouth Library. 
The Spinney house has since lost its roofline decoration as well as 
the top of its tower––probably built to complement the tower top of 
the Congregational Tabernacle (now the Yarmouth County Museum).

12A. Exterior View of the Thomas McMurray Residence. 15.5 x 20.2 cm. 
12B. Interior View of the Thomas McMurray Residence. 15.7 x  20.7 cm. 
12C. Interior View of the Thomas McMurray Residence. 15.5 x  20.2 cm.

These three photographs are part of a set which shows “Ocean 
View,” the residence of Thomas McMurray. The house still exists in 
Salem opposite where the Haley Road joins the Argyle Street 
extension.

Note in the interior photos the large number of alabaster busts and 
steel engravings––artwork that the middle class could afford.

Thomas McMurray was, according to the 1895 Yarmouth directory, 
the general agent for the Travellers Accident Insurance Company.
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